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Dawn M. Hughes, Ph.D., ABPP, is a licensed clinical psychologist and board-
certified forensic psychologist specializing in the assessment and
treatment of interpersonal violence and traumatic stress. Dr. Hughes
maintains an independent practice in clinical and forensic psychology in
New York City andserves as a Clinical Assistant Professor of Psychology in
the Department of Psychiatry at Weill Cornell Medical Center – New York
Presbyterian Hospital, where she participates in the psychology teaching
faculty, provides clinical supervision, and conducts ethics training sessions
for interns. Dr. Hughes has30 years of experience in the field of traumatic
stress and interpersonal violence, including intimate partner violence,
rape, sexual assault, adult survivors of childhood sexual abuse, sexual
harassment, and other non-interpersonal traumatic experiences. She holds
distinctions and memberships in numerous professional organizations and
is a past president of the Trauma Psychology Division of the American
Psychological Association. Her forensic work comprises comprehensive
psychological evaluations, attorney consultations, and expert witness
testimony in forensic psychology, interpersonal violence, and traumatic
stress. Dr. Hughes has served as an expert witness in many high-profile
matters and has been admitted as an expert forensic psychologist in state
and federal courts across the country in civil and criminal cases involving
psychological impairments, intimate partner violence, rape and sexual
assault, sex trafficking, childhood sexual abuse, clergy abuse, Boy Scout
abuse, cult abuse, educator abuse, workplace sexual harassment, and
wrongful conviction.
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Where:  Live Online
https://www.eeds.com/sign_in.aspx?Sign_in_Code=82play

ABSTRACT
This course is designed to fulfill one hour of the New York State Education
Department requirement for mental health professionals to receive a total
ofthree hours of training on maintaining appropriate professional boundaries
with our patients. Therapeutic boundaries are the guidelines that define
theprofessional relationship, providing structure and safety for our patients.
Boundary crossings and boundary violations can harm clients, and our job is
toidentify that risk and mitigate that harm. This talk addresses ethical and
professional considerations regarding establishing boundaries at the outset
oftreatment and throughout, differentiating between boundary crossings and
violations and the risks of each, concerns regarding multiple relationships
anddual roles, monitoring self-disclosure, and increasing awareness of
countertransference issues.

Psychology
Grand Rounds

LEARNING OBJECTIVES

1.Differentiate between boundary crossings and boundary violations, including
key defining features of each.

2. Identify common clinical situations in which boundary issues may arise during
the course of psychotherapy.

3.Recognize therapist and patient vulnerabilities that may contribute to the risk
of boundary crossings and violations.

4. Identify the legal, ethical, and clinical standards that require establishing
appropriate boundaries in psychotherapy.

This event fulfills 1 CE credit hour towards the New York State
Education Department requirement of 3 CE hours in Professional
Ethics for Psychologists, Social Workers and LMHCs. 

REFERENCES

Weill Cornell Medicine (WCM) Department of Psychiatry, 525 E 68th St. New York, NY 10065, is recognized by
the New York State Education Department’s State Board for Psychology as an approved provider of
continuing education for licensed psychologists #PSY-0192. WCM Department of Psychiatry is recognized by
the New York State Education Department's State Board for Mental Health Practitioners as an approved
provider of continuing education for licensed mental health counselors #MHC-0302. Weill Cornell Medicine -
Department of Psychiatry is approved by the American Psychological Association to sponsor continuing
education for psychologists. Weill Cornell Medicine - Department of Psychiatry maintains responsibility for
this program and its content. The New York Presbyterian Hospital Department of Social Work is recognized
by New York State Education Department’s State Board for Social Work as an approved provider of
continuing education for licensed social workers #SW-0155.

This event is hosted by the WCM Academy of Behavioral Health and Continuing Education. Information
regarding CE program please visit the WCM CE website: https://psychiatry.weill.cornell.edu/education-
training/continuing-education. For additional questions contact wcmpsychiatryce@med.cornell.edu.

ETHICAL, CLINICAL, AND LEGAL CONSIDERATIONS
IN MAINTAINING PROFESSIONAL BOUNDARIES

Please create a free EEDS account using your institutional email at least
24 hours before the lecture  at https://www.eeds.com/hp_signup.aspx.
Instructions for how to sign in to EEDS will be shared on the day of the
event. Please contact WCMPsychiatryCE@med.cornell.edu for
questions about setting up at EEDS account, or for additional CE
information

*1 CE credit available to WCM Department of Psychiatry full time and
voluntary faculty Psychologists, Social Workers and LMHCs, who attend
the entire lecture, sign in via the EEDS system, and who complete an
evaluation through EEDS within 30 days of lecture. Please contact
wcmpsychiatryce@med.cornell.edu for additional CE information.

Thursday, May 21, 2026
12:00pm-1:00pm

THIS CE CREDIT FULLFILLS AN ETHICS REQUIREMENT
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