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Identify opportunities for detecting child maltreatment risk
within obstetrical records.

1.

Analyze the potential impact of preventive two-generation
interventions on reducing child maltreatment.

2.

Describe effective methods for engaging at-risk families in
evidence-based preventive interventions.
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Abstract 

Child maltreatment is one of the most deleterious known preventable
causes of mental health impairment of children. This presentation will
review clinical innovations for the prevention of child maltreatment and its
consequences that have been tested and validated in recent research, can be
incorporated into health systems, and can be included in the training of the
current generation of clinicians.

John N. Constantino, MD is the Liz and Frank Blake Chair of Children’s
Behavioral and Mental Health and inaugural System Chief of Behavioral
and Mental Health at Children’s Healthcare of Atlanta.  He is a Professor
of Pediatrics, Psychiatry and Behavioral Sciences at the Emory University
School of Medicine, where he also serves as Vice Chair of the Department
of Pediatrics. Prior to his move to Atlanta in 2022, Dr. Constantino directed
the Division of Child and Adolescent Psychiatry at Washington University
in St. Louis for 13 years and co-led its Intellectual and Developmental
Disabilities Research Center. After completing combined residency training
in pediatrics and psychiatry at the Albert Einstein College of Medicine in
New York, Dr. Constantino joined the faculty at Washington University to
develop a clinical and scientific program focused on understanding genetic
and environmental influences on disorders of social development in
childhood and their implications for treatment and preventive intervention.
His Social Developmental Studies Laboratory was continuously federally
funded for 25 years by the National Institutes of Health (NIH). He and his
team developed the Social Responsiveness Scale and used it to pioneer
understanding of the dimensional nature and genetic transmission of the
characterizing traits and features of autism.  Their laboratory has advanced
knowledge of the mechanisms by which inheritance and environmental
adversity impact social behavior and they have devised clinical innovations
keyed to these mechanisms to promote social development and adaptation
over the course of childhood. In his role at Children’s, Dr. Constantino is
attempting to translate these and other contemporary clinical advances into
a “sea change” in the way health systems ensure that proven, medically
necessary interventions in the realm of child mental health are reaching all
children whose lives would be improved by them.
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