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Gerald P. Koocher, Ph.D., LP, ABPP is a highly accomplished
clinical psychologist who has worked in leadership roles in
healthcare and education. He is currently the director of
clinical and school psychology programs at Capella
University. Dr. Koocher has published over 350 articles and
book chapters, and has written or edited 17 books on
psychology, including topics such as ethics and mental
health. He is also a Senior Attending Psychologist at
Children’s Hospital and a Lecturer at Harvard Medical
School. He has five specialty diplomas from the American
Board of Professional Psychology and holds active
psychology licenses in four states, as well as being a Fellow
of the American Association for the Advancement of
Science and 12 divisions of the American Psychological
Association. Dr. Koocher has held several leadership roles in
the APA, including serving as president of the clinical,
pediatric, and psychotherapy divisions, as well as serving as
APA President in 2006.

Medical child abuse, sometimes referred to as Munchausen Syndrome by
Proxy or childhood factitious disorder, poses significant diagnostic,
intervention, and ethical challenges for medical and mental health
practitioners alike. Mental health practitioners working in pediatric hospitals
and medical clinics must remain mindful of the health and ethical risks posed
by these conditions, which are difficult to detect and treat. The surreptitious
nature of the conditions and hazards they pose require an integrated
medical, psychosocial, legal, and child protective response. This
presentation will provide historical and clinical background on the condition
along with guides and recommendations to assist in ethical approaches to
detection and intervention.
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LEARNING OBJECTIVES

 Explain the history and diagnostic criteria for childhood factitious
disorder.

1.

 Discuss the clinical presentation of the condition, preparing to
recognize this condition in clinical settings.

2.

 Determine the ethical complexities inherent in detecting and
confirming medical child abuse.

3.

 Plan components of ethical, medical, psychosocial, legal, and child
protection resources needed to evaluate and intervene when such
abuse is suspected.

4.

This event fulfills 1 CE credit hour towards the New York State Education Department requirement
of 3 CE hours in Professional Ethics for Psychologists, Social Workers and LMHCs. 
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HIDDEN IN PLAIN SIGHT: THE CONUNDRUM OF
MEDICAL CHILD ABUSE

Please create a free EEDS account using your institutional email at least
24 hours before the lecture  at https://www.eeds.com/hp_signup.aspx.
Instructions for how to sign in to EEDS will be shared on the day of the
event. Please contact WCMPsychiatryCE@med.cornell.edu for
questions about setting up at EEDS account, or for additional CE
information

*1 CE credit available to WCM Department of Psychiatry full time and
voluntary faculty Psychologists, Social Workers and LMHCs, who attend
the entire lecture, sign in via the EEDS system, and who complete an
evaluation through EEDS within 30 days of the final session. Please
contact wcmpsychiatryce@med.cornell.edu for additional CE
information.
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