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Ryan Dosumu-Johnson completed his undergraduate degree at University of California Los 

Angeles in neuroscience, before earning his M.D. from Harvard Medical School and his Ph.D. in 

Neuroscience from Harvard Graduate School of Arts and Sciences which was funded by a Howard 

Hughes Medical Institute Gilliam Fellowship. Dr. Dosumu-Johnson is currently in a combined child 

and general psychiatry residency and fellowship where he is completing his general training at New 

York Presbyterian – Columbia University/New York State Psychiatric Institute and his child training 

at the combined New York Presbyterian Columbia/ Weill Cornell program where he is funded by a 

Leon Levy Research Fellowship and is the inaugural Shaeffer Scholar. His research interests are in 

the role modification in cytoskeletal architecture play in psychiatric and neurodevelopmental 

disorders. He has authored multiple peer-reviewed journal articles and held national board positions 

at the Student National Medical Association. 

 

Abstract: The human brain is a true masterpiece, consisting of 86 billion brain cells. However, its 

real complexity lies in the synapses, which are the connections between these cells and are estimated 

to number 100 trillion. These connections encode our memories, innate responses, and reactions, as 

well as shape our perception and interpretation of the world. Disruptions in these connections have 

been proposed as the underlying mechanism for several psychiatric disorders, including 

schizophrenia, bipolar disorder, depression, autism, and ADHD, as well as age-related conditions 

such as Alzheimer’s disease. This intricate network of connections is shaped by experiences, 

development, and genetic factors. A relatively understudied area that plays a crucial role in this 

network is the motile elements of the cytoskeleton called dynamic microtubules. In this talk, novel 

viral strategies for tracking the subcellular movement of growing microtubules in dopaminergic 

neurons will be presented. Moreover, the talk will delve into how psychiatric medications and life 

experiences may alter these dynamics in mouse models. 

 

Learning Objectives:  

1. Analyze the role microtubules play in psychiatric illness and treatment  

2. Discuss novel approaches to studying dynamic microtubules in intact circuits  

3. Explain preliminary findings about the role of microtubules in psychiatric treatment 
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Elizabeth A. Edershile is currently a clinical psychology intern at New York Presbyterian Hospital/Weill 

Cornell Medicine. She is a doctoral candidate at the University of Pittsburgh, Department of Psychology where 

she also completed a minor in Quantitative Methodology. She received her BA in Psychology from Washington 

University—St. Louis with minors in economics and French. Her program of research examines the complex 

dynamic processes that underlie expressions of personality pathology, particularly interpersonal processes 

underlying expressions of narcissism. In her work, she leverages quantitative methods in tandem with 

ambulatory assessment and experimental techniques to explore maladaptive processes in personality and 

personality pathology. Elizabeth has received several awards for this line of work, including the 2022 Mary S. 

Cerney award by the Society for Personality Assessment, the 2020-2021 Andrew W. Mellon Predoctoral 

Fellowship by the University of Pittsburgh, and the 2019 Wiggins Award by the Society for Interpersonal 

Theory and Research. 

 

Abstract: Clinical accounts of narcissism emphasize dynamic shifting of grandiosity and vulnerability in 

response to social feedback. To date, theories of dynamics within narcissism have been difficult to integrate 

with empirical evidence for such shifting. This integration is difficult for several reasons, including ambiguity 

with respect to timescale of change and operationalization of key contextual features thought to set narcissism 

dynamics in motion. This talk will discuss current empirical evidence for shifts in narcissistic symptom 

expression. Research that examines individuals in their daily lives demonstrates that people do shift in their 

levels of grandiosity and vulnerability across time. Further, such variability is related to key contextual features, 

such as perceptions of the interacting partners’ behavior. Experimental studies are particularly useful for 

identifying key situational factors related to cause and effect for expressions of narcissistic grandiosity and 

vulnerability. Integrating tools that allow for the study of individuals in their daily lives with experimental 

methods that capture causes of change will ultimately allow us to better align clinical theories and empirical 

work and, thus, has the potential to provide a comprehensive model of processes underlying narcissism. 

 

Learning Objectives:  
1. Discuss several reasons why it has been difficult to integrate clinical theories of narcissism with empirical 

evidence for dynamic processes 

2. Describe what naturalistic research suggests about dynamics within and between grandiosity and 

vulnerability  

3. Describe what types of status threatening situations might be particularly important with respect to changes in 

grandiosity and vulnerability 
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